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Sponsors: Edith Gomez-Garcia, Sandi Dominguez
School/YMCA: McKay High School 
Relating to: Plastic Bags
(A BILL FOR AND ACT)
SECTION 1: Definitions:

"Biodegradable Bag" means a bag that (1) contains no polymers derived from

Fossil fuel. (2) A substance or object capable of being decomposed by bacteria or other living organisms. 
"Checkout Bag" means a bag that is provided by any retail establishment at the

Check stand, cash register, and point of sale or other point of departure for the purpose of transporting food or merchandise out of the establishment. 

“Plastic bag” means a non-biodegradable checkout bag that contains fossil fuels or any substance or object not able to decomposed by bacteria or other living organisms. 

"Recyclable Paper Bag" means a bag that meets all the following requirements: (1) contains no old growth fiber; (2) is one hundred percent (100%) recyclable overall and contains a minimum of forty percent (40%) post-consumer recycled content; and (3) displays the words "Reusable" and "Recyclable" in a highly visible manner on the outside of the bag.

"Retail Establishment" means any commercial business facility that sells goods directly to the ultimate consumer, including, but not limited to, grocery stores, pharmacies, liquor stores, "mini-marts," and retail stores and vendors selling

Clothing, food, and personal items. 

"Reusable Bag" means a bag with handles that is specifically designed and

Manufactured for multiple reuse and is made of cloth or other machine washable

Fabric and/or is made of a durable material at least 2.25 millimeters thick and

Suitable for reuse.

SECTION 2:   This bill requires that:

1. Any store that provides recyclable paper carryout bags to a customer must                                              charge the customer 5 cents ($0.05) for each bag provided. 

2. Any store that provides a plastic bag to a customer must charge the customer   

    5 cents ($0.05) for each plastic bag provided. 

3. All stores must indicate on the customer receipt the number of recyclable paper carryout bags provided and the total amount charged for bags.

4. The plastic bag shall contain bold print on the bag that says “PLEASE TURN IN THIS BAG TO YOUR LOCAL DEPOSIT BIN OR STORE LOCATION”

5. All stores shall have a plastic bag recycling bin in front of the location.
SECTION 3:  Enforcement and penalties. 
(1) The County Engineer or designee will have primary responsibility for enforcement of this Article through the issuance of violation notices and requests to correct or cease the violation. The County Engineer or designee is authorized to promulgate regulations and to take any and all other actions reasonably necessary to enforce this Article, including, but not limited to, entering the premises of any affected Retail Establishment to verify compliance. 
(2) Should the retail establishment fail to comply with the requirements of this Article after reasonable notice by the County Engineer or designee, the County Engineer or designee may seek administrative imposition of a fine. The owner or legal entity holding title to the retail establishment found in violation of this Article shall be subject to civil penalties as follows: 
  (A) $250.00 per day for the first notice of violation, 
  (B) $500.00 per day for the second notice of violation within 365 days of the first notice, and $1,000.00 per day for the third and subsequent notices of violation within 365 days of the first notice. 
(3) The County Engineer or designee must afford the Retail Establishment the opportunity for hearing before a hearings officer.

SECTION 4: Revenue Generated
All revenue generated by the sale of recycled carryout bags shall be remitted to the Oregon Department of Revenue. The funds shall be deposited in the State General fund and the legislature shall use said funds as deemed best to protect and enhance the environment.

This bill should take effective in January 1, 2015

